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Youngest level

Wealth and meetings between people is one out of six books associated with the ice floes in the exhibition at the Icefjord Centre.

Subjects
Intercurricular – science – history

Learning objectives
· The students gain knowledge about the cultural meeting between the Norse and the Inuit around 1200 and with the European whalers 400 years later. They learn about the immigrations in Greenland, starting 4500 years ago.
· They acquire a special knowledge about that these meetings made the area around the Disko Bay and Sermermiut a centre for exchange of culture, trade and knowledge.
· The students practise their skills in communication and collaboration.

Organization
Let the students work in small groups, pairs or individually. Depending on what suits each student best and the competences to be developed. Keep in mind that your best friend is not necessarily the one you collaborate best with. Working together is about working together and not just being together.

About the material
The digital material is in Keynote format. If the students are not familiar with this program, the material can be downloaded in PowerPoint format.

The process consists of three stages:
· Introduction to the book Wealth and meetings between people
· Working with the chapters of the book
· Reflections on the process and further treatment of selected topics


Page by page guide

The book
Let the students explore the pictures in Wealth and meetings between people. The book is the basis for the tasks the students will work on. It contains an introductory text and five chapters, each of them divided into two or three sections.

To each section in the book some tasks are given for the students to solve. There is a text to read and then some questions to work on. The page references to the book and supplementary links may help the students to find answers. Encourage the students to think of more questions.

What method they use in solving their task depends on what they are familiar with – or they might learn a new method. You can choose: text, audio, image and/or drawing. If more room is needed for the answers, extra slides can be added.

Introductory text
The world comes to Disko Bay
The ice and the abundant animal life in the area around Ilulissat have attracted people to the area since the first migrations until today. It was in particular the sea’s game animals and an interest in the ice that first created the conditions for people meeting in the area and exchanging tools, ideas and culture.

The Norse travelled to the area from southern Greenland around 1000 CE in order to obtain walrus and narwhal tusks. A meeting of cultures between the Norse and the Inuit presumably occurred in Disko Bay, since the Inuit migrated to the area around 1200 CE.

In around 1600 CE the area was discovered by whalers and explorers from Europe, who put their lives at risk when they sailed across the sea to obtain the valuable whales and raw materials. They also came in order to undertake research expeditions and spread European ideas.

These meetings between peoples turned the area around Disko Bay and Sermermiut into a centre for cultural, trading and knowledge exchange between different cultures. Exchanges which have caused changes both locally and globally.

Walrus and narwhal hunting
This chapter contains two sections.

The journey of the Norse to Disko Bay 
According to the Icelandic sagas Erik the Red was made an outlaw in Iceland in 982. He left with 25 ships of which only 14 made it. The survivors settled in southern Greenland. In Qassiarsuk ruins are left from the Norse and the area is on Unesco’s world heritage list.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with these questions:
· Why did Erik the Red sail to Greenland?
· How many ships did he sail out with and how many arrived?
· The Norse lived in southern Greenland but in summer went to the Disko Bay. Why?

Talk with them about the concept outlaw. Find more information or inspiration to the talk with the students about Erik the Red.

The meeting of the Norse and the Inuit
The Inuit from whom the Greenlandic people stem, immigrated from Canada around 1200. They settled among other places at Sermermiut. There they met the Norse.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with these questions:
· The picture shows two Norse people, a man and a woman. Make a drawing of an Inuit woman and an Inuit man.
· Where did the Inuit come from?
· Where did the Norse come from?

Talk with the students about the differences between the clothing of the Inuit and the Norse.

Drum dance
The chapter contains three sections, all of them about the cultural meeting between the Inuit and the Norse.

Drum dance
Let the students look closely at the picture on page 16. Talk with them about what it shows. Can they see who are Inuit and who are Norse? What was purpose of drum dance?

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
You and your friend argue. What do you argue about?
· Record or write a story about:
· what did you fall out over?
· how did you become friends again?

The game animals show the way
The Inuit travelled far. Their travels followed the game animals and the season. In summer they went into the fjords to catch reindeer, trout and Greenland halibut. The winter they spent at settlements like Sermermiut.

Discuss the map on page 19 in the book and talk about why the Inuit travelled far around. What animals they caught. The meetings with other people with whom they exchanged goods and stories.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
You are going from Sermermiut to Attu to catch whales.
· How far is that?
· In what kind of boat do you sail?
· What whales do you catch?

Let the students use their imagination – maybe they will choose a speedboat. This is an opportunity to talk with them about kayaks and umiaks, at that time used for hunting respectively seals and whales.

Fishing lines for soapstone
In the meeting between Inuit from Ilulissat and from the southwest of Greenland baleens were exchanged for soapstone.
Baleens could be used for fishing line to catch Greenland halibut and redfish.
Soapstone could be used for lamps, very useful when hunting for days with no sunlight.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· Why would Inuit from southern Greenland exchange 1 soapstone for 2-4 baleens?
· What did Inuit from Ilulissat use the soapstone for?
· How could you get light in the soapstone? (Melted blubber from whales was used)

The european whalers
The chapter contains three sections, all of them with a historical perspective.

Whaling – an economic attraction
Excerpt from the book, p. 24:
Between 1670 and 1750, around 100-200 ships a year sailed from Europe to Greenland. In this way an important meeting of cultures occurred in Disko
Bay between the European whalers and the Inuit. Whaling proved to be good business for investors who knew how to take advantage of the rising demand for blubber from the bowhead whale. The melted blubber was used in Europe for lighting, soap making, grease, and impregnating leather and textiles. The whalers didn’t compensate for the whaling, and at one point the whale population was close to
extinction, which had consequences for the livelihoods of the Greenlanders.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with these questions:
· What did the Europeans buy from the Inuit?
· What did the Inuit buy from the Europeans?

Talk with the students about that this was a good business for the Europeans but less so for the Inuit.

Adornment and fashion
In Europe baroque was the fashion with billowing skirts, adornments, and large wigs. Whalebones were used as ribs in corsets and dresses.

On the other hand, Greenlandic design took inspiration from the colourful glass beads. They were sewn onto women’s dresses and are still seen on Greenlandic festive and national dresses today.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with these questions:
· What is the construction around the woman made of?
· The girls in the picture are wearing national dresses. Do you know other countries where national dresses are used?

Talk with the students about the concept fashion and the use of festive and national dresses.

Music is a universal language
In the cultural meeting between Inuit and Europeans music was played. The musical cultures flowed together at festivities and dances and engendered good relations.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with these questions:
· This is how kalattuut is danced.
When you have seen the dance a few times, try if you can join dancing.
Take a photo of your dance and insert it.

You can show the students this video and talk about dance and music as a universal language.

The danish-norwegian state and formalised trade
The chapter contains three sections, all of them with a historical perspective.

The Jakobshavn trading station
Excerpt from the book, page 33:
Trade with the Inuit attracted both Danes and Norwegians. At the beginning of the 1720s, the Danish-Norwegian state began to found trading posts, and exchange with the Greenlanders was formalised. Even though the Danish merchant Jakob
Severin never went to Greenland, the Danish king Christian IV chose to give him the permission to trade in Ilulissat. The trading post was called Jakobshavn, and it gained the status of colony under the state-owned Royal Greenland Trade. It wasn’t until the introduction of self-rule in 1979 that the town officially regained its Greenlandic name. For the Greenlanders, however, the area had always been called Ilulissat, ‘the icebergs’.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· On page 33 in the book is a map of Ilulissat from 1919.
How many Inuit houses are there?
· Draw one or more Inuit houses.

Explain the signs on the map on page 33 and talk about the concepts colonial status and home rule.

The great hunters
The hunters that excelled in catching game animals, even more than needed for their family, were called great hunters. The surplus they sold and became wealthy.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· In the picture you see the great hunter Johan Gundel from Ilulissat. Invent a story about him and his family.
Write, record or draw your story.

In the 1920s fishing replaced hunting and the great hunters lost their status and profession.

Talk with the students about the great hunters being in charge at the settlements, and how it affected their status that hunting was replaced by fishing.

Trading posts change the way of life
With the grocery shops the way of life changed for the Inuit. They moved from the settlements to the trading posts. Where they formerly used to move between summer and winter settlements they now became sedentary.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· Make a list of things that could be bought in Sofus’s shop.

The students can choose to draw the things.

Talk with the students about positive and negative sides to the new way of life for the Inuit.

Researchers from around the world
The chapter contains two sections. Focus is on climate changes and archeological findings.

Early ice research
Climate research is based on the early studies of the ice in Greenland. Today, it is ice core research that plays a particularly central role, because it helps us to distinguish between natural and anthropogenic changes in the climate.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· Record an audio file where you describe the picture.

Talk with the students about natural and human caused climate changes, Can they do anything?

Earlier cultures are brought to life
Archeological excavations at the settlements of Sermermiut and Qajaa where stone tools and bones were found, gave an understanding and knowledge of the immigrations to Greenland.

After reading the text or having it read aloud, they are to work with this task:
· In the picture you see an archeologist photographing in 1932. Make a drawing showing how an archeologist would shoot today.

Reflections and further work
Hold a review in class where the students reveal what made them wonder, and what topics they found most interesting.
Let them choose a topic to study more closely. Ask them to give reasons for why and what they want to look into.

Show the chosen topics on the board/screen and introduce them. Let the students work in groups or pairs with their subjects. Some might prefer to work alone.

Their products can be presented as a book or a comic strip. Suitable digital formats are Book Creator and Pixton. For the youngest paper format such as a poster may be best.

Colophon
The teaching material for the book Wealth and meetings between people has been developed for the Icefjord Centre in Ilulissat by Lotte Brinkmann and Daniella Maria Manuel, Anholt Læringsværksted.
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The texts, assignments and pictures can be shared, reproduced and adapted, with the proviso that “Wealth and meetings between people by the Icefjord Centre Ilulissat” is credited as the source.
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