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The Sermermiut settlement is one out of six books associated with the ice floes in the exhibition at the Icefjord Centre.

Subjects
Intercurricular – history and science

Learning objectives
· The students gain knowledge about the development of hunting tools and articles for everyday use.
· They acquire a special knowledge about the settlement of Sermermiut and the immigrations of the Saqqaq, Dorset and Thule peoples.

Organization
Let the students work in small groups, pairs or individually. Depending on what suits each student best and the competences to be developed. Keep in mind that your best friend is not necessarily the one you collaborate best with. Working together is about working together and not just being together.

About the material
The digital material is in Keynote format. If the students are not familiar with this program, the material can be downloaded in PowerPoint format.

The process consists of three stages:
· Introduction to the book The Sermermiut settlement
· Working with the chapters of the book
· Reflections on the process and further treatment of selected topics


Page by page guide

The book
Let the students explore The Sermermiut settlement. The book is the basis for the tasks the students will work on. It contains an introductory text and three chapters.

To each section in the book some tasks are given for the students to solve. There is a text to read and then some questions to work on. The page references to the book may help the students to find answers. Encourage the students to think of more questions.

What method they use in solving their task depends on what they are familiar with – or they might learn a new method. You can choose: text, audio, image and/or drawing. If more room is needed for the answers, extra slides can be added.

Introductory picture
This picture is the first picture in the book at pages 4-5. Let the students study the picture and answer this question:
· The former settlement of Sermermiut lay on the cliff at the head of the bay. Why did they choose exactly that spot for their settlement?

Hunting tools
This chapter contains one section.

Harpoons for hunting
Let the students discuss what kind of hunting and hunting tools they know.

When they have read the text, they are to work with these questions:
· Look at the ice floe at page 7 in the book. What hunting tools can you see and what are they made of?
· What is the difference between harpoon heads made of reindeer antler and those made of narwhal or walrus tusk?
· What animals can be caught in the Disko Bay, and what animal might be hunted in this picture?

Explain or refresh the food web in the Disko Bay and talk about what animals are being hunted.

Ulu
The chapter contains one section.

From scraper to ulu
Let the students look at the ice floe in page 15 in the book and discuss what they see.
Having read the text, they are to work with these questions:

· In the ice floe you see both scrapers and a ulu. What are the differences and similarities?
· Imagine that you developed the ulu. How would you describe it so that the others at the settlement can see that it is more efficient than the scraper?
· Ulu means knife in Greenlandic. The ulu has misleadingly been seen as a woman's tool and gained status of a female symbol. Why?

It was the European sailmaker’s knifes that inspired the form of the ulu. Iron the Norse brought with them, particularly good material for knifes.
You could let the students search for information about when the Norse and the whalers from Europe came to the Disko Bay and how that affected the Inuit.

Soapstone lamp
The chapter contains one section.

The soapstone lamp
Let the students look at the ice floe on page 21 in the book and discuss how and when the lamps were used.

After reading the text they are to work with these questions:
· Describe how these three soapstone lamps differ.
· When was the soapstone lamp replaced by electricity? Who invented the electric light?
· Why was soapstone especially suitable for lamps?

Talk about different sources of light through time.

Reflections and further work
Hold a review in class where the students reveal what made them wonder, and what topics they found most interesting.
Let them choose a topic to study more closely. Ask them to give reasons for why and what they want to look into.

Show the chosen topics on the board/screen and introduce them. Let the students work in groups or pairs with their subjects. Some might prefer to work alone.

Their products can be presented as a book or a comic strip. Suitable digital formats are Book Creator and Pixton. 

Colophon
The teaching material for the book The Sermermiut settlement has been developed for the Icefjord Centre in Ilulissat by Lotte Brinkmann and Daniella Maria Manuel, Anholt Læringsværksted.
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The texts, assignments and pictures can be shared, reproduced and adapted, with the proviso that “The Sermermiut settlement by the Icefjord Centre Ilulissat” is credited as the source.
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