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Intermediate level 


ABOUT THE VISITOR’S MATERIAL
The material is handed out at the counter. You can also print it out yourself and prepare the students before visiting: visitor’s material 

It consists of 
a ground plan of the exhibition
an info sheet and an answer sheet for the students
Page references are to the book placed at the topic – in this case: Hunting and fishing ...
SUBJECTS AND COMPETENCES
Science, observation and communication
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
the students gain knowledge about fishing and hunting methods that are several hundred years old, methods still in use, but with more modern equipment.
they acquire a special knowledge of Inuit’s original religion, including the role and status of the shaman, and the legend of The Mother of the Sea.
they get an understanding of what fishing means for life at the Icefjord.
GUIDELINES
First let the students explore the exhibition on their own. Then gather them in the area shown by the staff.
Explain the ground plan and let them find the ice floes that represent Hunting and fishing in the Icefjord.
Give an instruction for the sheets.
On the face of the info sheet is a short text for the students. On the back are two questions for each of the five ice floes. Next to each image is a circle with a letter in it. These letters must be combined to form a word, the name of an animal (whale).
On the answer sheet the students can write or draw their answers. 
If you prefer to work digitally, you can find the material on the Icefjord Centre's learning platform:
visitor’s material

Now let the students go to the ice floes that represent Hunting and fishing in the Icefjord. Instruct them to study the ice floes carefully before they start answering the questions.  Encourage them to come up with questions of wonder.  Organize the students in pairs or in small groups.

Suggestions for working with the ice floes during/after the visit

HALIBUT FISHING	 	p. 8-21
In the ice floe you see a man fishing with a longline from the sea ice. A method used by Inuit to catch halibut for more than 300 years.

Subjects for discussion with the students:
that for more than 300 years halibut have been caught from the sea ice with longlines, using hooks made from whalebone – and that the method today is the same, just with “gliders” and hooks of metal.
what they see in the picture on the face of the info sheet or p. 12-13 in the book – compare with pictures of modern fishing on p. 19-21.

SEAL HUNTING		p. 22-33
In the icefloe a hunter is seen with his kayak and harpoon, ready for the summer hunt. The Saqqaq people, who lived at the Icefjord in the period 2500-800 BC, used an early version of the kayak and the harpoon in the summertime. Tools and vessels developed a lot around 1200 when Inuit/the Thule people arrived, and have not changed significantly since then.

Subjects for discussion with the students:
that Inuit developed the kayak into the form we know today
the difference between summer and winter hunting
that the kayak has been replaced with dinghies and motorboats

WHALE HUNTING 		p. 34-45
In the ice floe you see a whale. Whales were to Inuit an important part of their food. The meat and blubber could secure survival of the settlement a whole winter. The whales were caught from umiaks. Usually these boats were rowed by women, but during whale hunting they were rowed by men. Since the 1920s more modern boat types have been used.

Subjects for discussion:
their guess of what species of whale is in the ice floe
the details in the picture on p. 37 in the book
the whale’s importance for the survival of Inuit
what whales have been used for, besides food

THE SHAMAN – NATURE AND HUMANS 		p. 46-53
In the ice floe an animation is showing The shaman’s journey to the Mother of the Sea. It is the story of how the shaman with his magic liberates the game animals caught in the hair of The Mother of the Sea.  In short: “When the whale hunt failed, it was thought that this was due to misdeeds committed by people, and as punishment the Mother of the Sea held the game animals back in her matted hair.” See p. 50.

Subjects for discussion:
what they have seen in the animation. If they do not know the legend of The Mother of the Sea, they can read about it at p. 50 in the book.
that the shaman, angakkuq, was the link between the physical world and the spiritual world
the implements the shaman used in his travels to the spiritual world

PREPARATIONS FOR THE HUNT 		p. 54-59
In the ice floe you see a model in soapstone of a woman cleaning a seal skin. Inuit were dependent on the powers and forces of nature, and so it was important for the hunters to maintain good relations with the souls of the game animals. This they did by respecting taboos, performing rituals and other customs.

Subjects for discussion:
what tool the women used to scrape off the layer fat from the inside of the skin
how did Inuit, the ancestors of the Greenlanders, prepare to have a successful hunt?
if they know any rituals from their own everyday life
that a walrus claw contains some of the walrus’s inua, and in this way the power and qualities of the walrus are transferred to the person who carries the claw

Further suggestions for work after the visit 

Hold a review in class and have the students talk about their answers in small groups.  It is important that each student comes up with his or her answer. The group selects the best answers, which are shared with the whole class.

Continue working with hunting and fishing in Greenland, past and present, with basis in the text and illustrations in the book.

On the learning platform of the Icefjord Centre you will find additional material for Hunting and fishing in the Icefjord. 

