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High school 


ABOUT THE VISITOR’S MATERIAL
The material is handed out at the counter. We recommend that you print it out yourself and prepare the students before visiting: visitor’s material. 

It consists of 
a ground plan of the exhibition
an info sheet and an answer sheet for the students
Page references are to the book placed at the topic – in this case: The Sermermiut settlement.
SUBJECTS AND COMPETENCES
History and science, contemplation and oral and written communication
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
the students gain knowledge about the development of hunting tools and articles for everyday use through thousands of years.
they acquire a special knowledge of the Sermermiut settlement and the immigrations of the Saqqaq people, the Dorset people and the Thule people.
GUIDELINES
First let the students explore the exhibition on their own. Then gather them in the area shown by the staff.
Explain the ground plan and let them find the ice floes and the table model that represent The Sermermiut settlement.
Give an instruction for the sheets to make clear what the tasks are. 
On the face of the info sheet is a short text. On the answer sheet are three questions to each of the three ice floes and the table model. At each picture is a circle containing a letter. These letters plus O and S must be combined to form a word. (Dorset)
On the answer sheet the students can write or draw their answers. 
If you prefer to work digitally, you can find the material on the Icefjord Centre's learning platform:
visitor’s material 



Now let the students go to the ice floes. Instruct them to study the ice floes carefully before they start answering the questions.  Encourage them to come up with questions of wonder.  Organize the students in pairs or in small groups.

Suggestions for working with the ice floes during/after the visit

THE PICTURE ON THE FACE OF THE INFO SHEET 	pp. 4-5
Let the students study the picture and discuss the suitability of the place for a settlement.
Caption for the picture: The former settlement of Sermermiut lies on the cliff at the head of the bay.

HUNTING TOOLS	 	pp. 6-13
The students are to examine the archeological findings in the ice floe. They can read about them in the book.

They are to tell what animals are caught in the Disko Bay. They may find inspiration in some of the other ice floes in the exhibition.

Talk with the students about
the animals in the Disko Bay and why the Disko Bay always has been attractive to humans
early and late Inuit culture, differences and similarities
what materials can be used for making hunting tools

ULU		pp. 14-19
The students are to examine scrapers and ulus and how they developed over time.

Talk with the students about:
how the ulu was developed from the scraper and what materials they are made of
different stones and rocks and what they have been used for
how the ulu was regarded as a female symbol – misleadingly as men also used the knife
the meaning of symbols and what other female or male symbols the students know
the purpose of such symbols

SOAPSTONE LAMP		pp. 20-23
The students are to examine the soapstone lamp and find out what it was used for and how.

Talk with the students about:
how everything from the animal was used: for clothing, food and lighting
how electricity replaced the soapstone lamp and when
thermic energy and other forms of energy

THE TABLE MODEL		
The table model shows the settlement Sermermiut during four periods:
2500 BC-0
0-1200
1200-1600
1741 to the present

Let the students read the introductory text to each of the four periods, before watching the animation. You find the text at the bottom of the model.

Talk with the students about:
what peoples and cultures have settled in the area
what hunting tools are used in the animations
several cultures have settled in the area but few traces are left of them having lived there. Would it be the same if all people left the town you live in?

Further suggestions for work after the visit 

Hold a review in class and have the students talk about their answers in small groups.  It is important that each student comes up with his or her answer. The group selects the best answers, which are shared with the whole class.

You could continue working with these topics:
the immigrations
symbolism, and how female and male has been represented through time and today.

On the learning platform of the Icefjord Centre you will find additional material for The Sermermiut settlement.

